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Public Health and Social Services Committee 

& 

 Law Enforcement & Public Safety Committee 

Joint Meeting Minutes  

 

DATE & TIME:   November 18, 2014, 4:45 PM 

LOCATION:                         Karen L. Binder, 6
th

 Floor, COB, Kingston, NY 

PRESIDING OFFICERS:   Chairman Thomas J. Briggs & Chairman Craig Lopez 

LEGISLATIVE STAFF:      Jay Mahler & Nettie Tomshaw  

PRESENT:                             Legislators Briggs, Lopez, Provenzano, Allen, Belfiglio, Litts, Gregorius, Loughran                           

EXCUSED:              Legislators Kenneth Ronk, MaryBeth Maio  

QUORUM PRESENT:     Yes  

             OTHER ATTENDEES:    Legislators David Donaldson, Lynn Archer, Tracey Bartels, James Maloney, 

Richard Gerentine, Legislative Counsel, Cappy Weiner, Chris Ragucci, Erica 

Guerin, Ken Crannell Deputy County Executive, Bea Havranek County 

Attorney, Pat Doxey Freeman, Tom Kadgen LWV, Joseph Barbarito 

Taxpayer, Howard Baul CSEA LRS, Michael Cimorelli CSEA President 

8950, James Nani Times Herald Record, Sheriff Paul J. VanBlarcum, Perry 

Soule Sheriff Patrol Lt., John McGovern Sheriff’s Office, Burt Gulnick 

Commissioner of Finance, William Martin III    

                                                   

Chairman Thomas Briggs called the meeting to order promptly at 4:45PM.  Legislator Briggs thanked both 

committees for coming together on such short notice. 

 

Chairman Briggs asked Sheriff VanBlarcum to share with the committee the file ID check policy recently 

put into effect at the County Services Building on Ulster Avenue in the Town of Ulster, which houses the 

Department of Social Services and Office for the Aging.   

 

Sheriff VanBlarcum explained back in 2007 they initiated this same process in the Corrections Facility.  

When the new commissioner of Social Services came on board the procedure was reviewed with his 

attorneys with the only concern being confidentiality.   After further research, all legal concerns were 

vetted - no rights would be violated.  There is no case law showing this as a violation.  Sgt. George 

Goodwin is in charge of the procedure.  If someone refuses to show ID they are still permitted to enter the 

facility.  No one is denied entrance to the facility and there has not been a single issue.   Sheriff 

VanBlarcum’s office provided the attached documents for committee review.  The Sheriff went on to 

explain in the past this same process has been done in Family Court on paper before the electronic age.  

The Sheriff would like to run these checks in the county office building and others as well.  Funding is 

limited as a peace officer or police officer would be required, and a magnetometer.  The Sheriff suggested 

the committee members go to DSS and view the process and reach out to the civilian employees which are 

mostly female. 
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Chairman Briggs opened the floor to discussion, whereas Legislator Belfiglio shared his personal 

experience entering the facility today.  Legislator Belfiglio stated he experienced a very professional and 

cordial atmosphere.  He felt there was nothing intimidating about the process.  What he observed was 

everyone had to empty their pockets, provide their license and go through a magnetometer which took less 

than 20 seconds.  Warrant checks were not being done that day due to HEAP signups.  Leg. Belfiglio was 

told if the check results in an outstanding warrant, they call the agency and ask what they would like to 

have done.  
 

Legislator Loughran was under the impression from years past that it was illegal to find out even what town 

or county the applicants came from.  The Sheriff explained his office is different than DSS.  
 

Legislator Provenzano expressed she has received an incredible amount of opposition to the process and 

feels it’s against the applicants civil rights.  Leg. Provenzano also agreed with Leg. Belfiglio noting the 

officers are professional. 
 

Legislator Allen feels part of the problem stems from the Office for the Aging being housed in the same 

building.  
 

Legislator Gregorius finds this process disconcerting – not the right thing to do.   
 

Legislator Litts shared his daily work routine whereas ID checks and random drug testing is an accepted 

practice. 
 

Legislator Donaldson feels its unfortunate personal opinions can’t be voiced without going into executive 

session.  
 

Ongoing discussion ensued and Counsel made the suggestion the committee go into Executive Session due 

to pending litigation.   

 

MOTION NO. 1   Request to go into Executive Session 

Motion Made By:   Legislator Jeanette Provenzano 

Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Carl Belfiglio 

Discussion:   Legal Counsel recommended Executive Session  

Voting In Favor: Legislators Lopez, Allen, Belfiglio, Litts, Provenzano, Briggs, Gregorius &   

Loughran   

Voting Against:  None 

No. of Votes in Favor: 7 

No. of Votes Against: 1 (Gregorius) 

Disposition:    Carried 

 

 

Adjournment There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Legislator Loughran and 

seconded by Legislator Belfiglio, all were in favor, and Chairman Briggs and Lopez declared the meeting 

duly adjourned at 7:23 PM upon completing the Executive Session period.  No further business was 

discussed. 

Dated the 25th Day of November, 2014 Nettie Tomshaw, Legislative Employee 

Minutes Approved in Law Enforcement & Public Safety Committee on:  December 4, 2014 


